GOETHE S  REPUTATION   IN   AMERICA
latter with being the unwitting instigator not only of the original
Klan of the sixties, but also of its more recent and even more
pernicious counterpart as revived at the time of the appearance of
Thomas Dixon's novel, The Clansmanl
The first fifteen years of the nineteenth century reveal but little
serious interest in, and even less understanding for, German
literature in America. We encounter adverse criticism of Werther
and Die Wahlverwandtschaften as immoral works, and the judg-
ment that Hermann and Dorothea deals with an ill-chosen and un-
palatable subject. The opinions expressed reveal a modicum of
first-hand knowledge and clear indication of dependence upon
British sources. As late as 1816 the Baltimore Portico called
Gessner far superior to Goethe. But from 1817 on the first young
Americans who had gone to Germany to study returned home.
Those who have already been mentioned were followed by
others, among them, Motley, Bancroft, Hedge (who went over at
the tender age of twelve), Calvert, and J. R Clarke, not to speak
of Longfellow and Lowell. Their mission, so far as Germany is
concerned, is comparable to that performed by Carlyle in
England. They fought prejudice with enthusiasm and facts. In
1817 Everett brought many German books back from Gottingen
and gave them to Harvard; in 1818 Goethe presented the college
with a set of his complete works in thirty volumes, and in the
same year Cogswell, who like Ticknor and Everett had met the
sage of Weimar, wrote to him that many young students in
Cambridge already knew German. From 1825 on, when Karl
Pollen served first as teacher and then as professor at Harvard,
great progress was made in the knowledge of German. Pollen
(who was, however, not an advocate of Goethe) was ably
seconded in his efforts by Francis Lieber and, in Virginia, by
Professor Blattermann.
The results of the work done by the Gottingen group during the
period from 1817 to 1832 can perhaps best be appraised in the
articles which appeared in such journals as The North American
Review, The Christian Examiner, The American Quarterly Review,
and The American Monthly Magazine. Here Goethe acquired a
new meaning as poet and thinker. Here were original points of
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